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case of civil commotion, declare the public order to be dis-
turbed, and that he should thereupon have authority to
issue decrees having the force of legislative enactments.
It gave him absolute power over the press and power to
imprison or expatriate any citizen at wilL It took away
the property, the powers, the corporate existence, the civil
organization of the state, and placed the property and the
lives of its people absolutely under the authority and power
of a single dictator in a distant capital with which there
was no communication by land, and which it required longer
to reach than it did to reach the city of Washington. This
pretended constitution was never submitted to the people
of Panama for their approval or rejection. It was never
consented to by them."

Concerning the efforts of the people of Panama to regain
their lost sovereignty, Mr. Boot said:

"The people of Panama fought to exhaustion in 1885
to prevent the loss of their liberty and they were defeated
through the action of the naval forces of the United States.
Three times since then they have risen in rebellion against
their oppressors.

"In 1895 they arose and were suppressed by force; in
1899 they arose again and for three years maintained a war
for liberation, which ended in 1902 through the interposi-
tion of the United States by armed force. The rising of
November, 1902, was the fourth attempt of this people to
regain the rights of which they had been deprived by the
usurpation of Nunez. The rejection of the canal treaty by
the Bogota Congress was the final and overwhelming injury
to the interests of Panama; the conclusive evidence of in-
difference to her welfare and disregard of her wishes; and
it also created the opportunity for success in her persistent
purpose to regain civil liberty; for it was plain that under
the strained relations created by that rejection, the United
States naturally would not exercise her authority again
upon the Isthmus, as she had exercised it before, to aid the
troops of Colombia. She was under no obligation to do so,